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were made to Iceland by Naddodd, Gardar, and
Flokki, 860-870, and soon after the remote island,
distant about 750 English miles from Norway, be-
came a kind of America to the Puritans and Re-
publicans of the Scandinavian peninsula. Harald
Haarfagr (850-933) had conquered most of the Nor-
wegian kings, and Ms despotic sway tended to reduce
the northern freeman to a state of vassalage. Those
who could not resist, and could not bring themselves
to yield to the sceptre of Harald, left their country
and migrated to Franco, to England, and to Iceland
(874). They were mostly nobles and freemen, and
they soon established in Iceland an aristocratic re-
public, such as they had had in Norway before the
days of Harald. This northern republic flourished; it
adopted Christianity in the year 1000. Schools were
I'ounded, two bishoprics were established, and classical
literature was studied with, the same zeal with which
their own national poems and laws had Leon collected
and interpreted by native scholars and historians.
The Icelanders were famous travellers, and the names
of Icelandic students are found not only in the chief
cities of Europe, but in the holy places of the East.
At the beginning of the twelfth century Iceland
counted 50.000 inhabitants. Their intiJlrctual and
literary activity Listed to the beginning of the thir-
teenth century, when the island was conquered by
Hakoii VI, king of Norway. In 1380, Norway, to-
gether with Iceland, was united with Denmark ; and
when, in 1814, Norway was ceded to Sweden, Iceland
remained, as it is still, under Danish sway.

The old poetry which flourished in Norway in the